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A s the world ponders 
the meaning of Presi-
dent Donald Trump's 

threat of “fire and fury” 
on North Korea, it's worth 
asking why his predeces-
sors never took those steps 
to stop its nuclear program.

When Bill Clinton was 
confronted with the threat of 
North Korea’s exit from the 
Nuclear Non-Proliferation 
Treaty, he considered mili-
tary force. But he ended up 
going for negotiations in 
what became known as the 
Joint Framework Agreement. 
The North Koreans froze 

their plutonium program in 
exchange for fuel shipments 
and a light water reactor from 

the U.S. Neither side ever 
fully delivered.

Then there was George W. 

Bush. He didn’t like North 
Korea. He put the nation in 
the original “axis of evil.” On 
his watch, the U.S. discov-
ered Pyongyang had a secret 
uranium enrichment pro-
gram, in violation of the spirit 
of Clinton's deal. Then in 
2006, North Korea tested its 
first nuclear device. By 2007, 
Bush had lifted crippling 
sanctions on the regime's 
elites and entered into new 
negotiations. And surprise: 
The North Koreans backed 
out of those talks at the end, 
too.

By the time Barack Obama 
came into power, the North 
Koreans were back to build-
ing up their program. They 
perfected missiles, sunk a 
South Korean ship and shelled 
a South Korean island. The 
current tyrant, Kim Jong 
Un, ascended to power and 
proceeded to consolidate his 

position, killing his uncle 
and later his half brother. All 
the while, Obama pursued a 
policy of “strategic patience,”
aimed at not rewarding Kim's 
regime for its provocations 
and rogue behavior.

Now Trump has inherited a 
mess. Not only is Kim testing 
ballistic missiles at an alarm-
ing rate, as The Washington 
Post reported this week, but 
also the Defense Intelligence 
Agency now assesses North 
Korea can miniaturize a 
nuclear warhead so that it can 
fit inside a missile. Game, set, 
match.

So why didn't the last three 
presidents take out North 
Korea's nuclear facilities 
when they had the chance? 
The answer is Seoul, the 
thriving capital of South 
Korea. The North has enough 

Why U.S. hasn’t brought ‘fi re and fury’
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T he prospect of making North Carolina’s ger-
rymandered districts fair — and doing so 
in a timely manner — isn’t looking good.

N.C. House and Senate Republicans have hired 
Beltway computer geek Tom Hofeller to draw maps. 
He’s being paid $50,000 in taxpayer money for what 
essentially is political consulting.

Insiders might recall that Hofeller drew the maps 
that helped give the GOP a hammer-lock.

Before Hofeller’s magic, Democrats had a 7-6 
majority in the U.S. House delegation. That’s now 
9-3 for Republicans, despite the state being about as 
politically balanced as they come.

In 2012, slightly more than half of North Carolin-
ians voted for Democrats in General Assembly races. 
Thanks to creative districting, however, the GOP 
wound up with veto-proof majorities in both houses. 
Go figure.

Hofeller is one of a coterie of computer gurus that 
the Atlantic Monthly called “the League of Danger-
ous Mapmakers.” The native Californian has never 
lived in North Carolina and doesn’t know much 
about it. He doesn’t have to. He has the popula-
tion maps, including where minority voters live, 
and results showing voting patterns to the block. 
With nifty computer software, he can draw lines — 
sometimes, very squiggly lines — guaranteeing safe 
margins to as many Republicans as possible.

Downtown Wilmington residents found them-
selves for a while represented by Congressman 
Walter Jones Jr., a Farmville Republican whose dis-
trict abuts Virginia. David Rouzer, who represents 
the biggest coastal city and region in the state, lives 
in that coastal mecca, Benson.

Some of Hofeller’s work has been overturned. In 
May, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that two Tar 
Heel congressional districts were unconstitutional.

Legislators apparently hope that he can come up 
with something that will satisfy the high court’s 
ruling while keeping outcomes pretty much as they 
are.

There’s another way to do this, of course. Last 
year, Duke University convened a panel of retired 
state judges — Democrats and Republicans — to 
draw maps. The results were quite sensible.

We want to be clear — our push for fair districts 
is not about getting more Democrats elected. If fair 
districts are put in place and Republicans keep their 
veto-proof majorities, more power to them.

Republicans, of course, owe no favors to the 
Democrats, who once did their share of gerryman-
dering. They do, however, owe it to the people of 
North Carolina to create a voting landscape that’s 
not rigged.

So why not provide a fair playing field, let the sides 
put up their best candidates and ideas, and see who 
wins? Sort of like letting the free market work. Isn’t 
that a Republican tenet?

O U R  V I E W

N.C. voters 
have right to 
fair districts

Tens of thousands of North Koreans gathered for a rally at Kim Il Sung 
Square in Pyongyang on Wednesday to protest the United Nations’ latest 
round of sanctions. Why didn’t the last three presidents take out North 
Korea’s nuclear facilities when they had the chance? [ASSOCIATED PRESS]
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You talking to me?

EDITOR: My father met my 
mother while he was stationed in 
Texas during World War II. They 
married and moved to his home in 
New York. As a child I lived in New 
York and spent summers in Texas. 
My great-great-grandfathers 
fought at the battle of Gettysburg 
on opposite sides (both lost arms).

I have lived half my life in New 
York and half in North Carolina. I 
have good perspective on North-
erners and Southerners. I have 
experienced your southern hospi-
tality first hand, and no I did not let 
the door hit me on the way out (I 
never left, so there).

There are unique differences but 
more in common than not. We are 
both great and the diversity makes 
for a stronger community if we 
embrace it. So just get over it.

Rodney Robbins, Wilmington

The hull truth

EDITOR: Why spend millions to 
make the bottom of the battleship 
watertight? Why does it need to 
float? It’s not going anywhere and 
will never fight again. It’s a won-
derful memorial. I don’t think it 
can sink where it is, but if sinking in 
place is the problem there certainly 
are other solutions.

George Clark, Wrightsville Beach

Editor’s note: We asked battle-
ship executive director Capt. Terry 
Bragg to respond:

The Battleship North Caro-
lina was donated to the state of 
North Carolina by the Navy in 
1961 with stipulations – that the 
ship be maintained in a condition 

“satisfactory” to the Navy. This 
includes the requirement “to 
preserve and protect the long term 
integrity of the vessel includes 
planning, financing and accom-
plishing periodic dry dock level 
hull repairs and preservation.” 
To ensure compliance with this 
contract requirement, the Navy 
annually inspects the Battleship 
North Carolina and an engineer-
ing inspection team most recently 
visited in June 2017.

To comply with the contract 
as well as statutory duties as the 
state’s official memorial to the 
10,000 North Carolinians who 
made the ultimate sacrifice during 
WWII (as well as all veterans who 
have served since) the Battleship is 
in the midst of a $13 million dollar 
hull repair project. This public – 
private partnership will ensure 
the ship is available for the next 
40 years as a tribute to those who 
served and those who serve. The 
hull repair project – to build a cof-
ferdam around the ship and to cut 
and replace steel on the ship’s hull 
-- will ensure the ship successfully 
continues its mission.

Donations to the Friends of 
the Battleship North Carolina – 
Generations Campaign are being 
accepted to ensure this project is 
fully funded.

Gone a courting

EDITOR: Maybe if our state 
legislators spent less time passing 
legislation they have to defend in 
the courts they would have more 
time and money for Gov. Cooper’s 
requested increase in funding to 
deal with the pollutants in our 
water.

Diana Holdridge, Wilmington

Acting in bad faith

EDITOR: As a professional 
actress for over 35 years, I know 
a lot about being convincing 
when selling a product. Judging 
by today’s political theater, the 
Republicans in Congress have 
nothing on professional actors 
like me.

Senator Burr says, on his 
“Burr for Senate” web page, “I 
will continue to do work with 
my colleagues to pursue serious 
legislative proposals to get rid of 
Obamacare, and make the case 
to the American people of the 
dangers of this disastrous law.”

Despite seven years of prom-
ises, Republicans like Sen. Burr 
have demonstrated a complete 
inability to govern. Burr sits on 
the Health, Education, Labor 
and Pensions Committee, 
chaired by Sen. Lamar Alexan-
der (R-Tenn.). Alexander’s plan 
is to begin bipartisan hear-
ings to “stabilize the individual 
market,” which is code for 
insurance company bailouts. 
This furthers the act of lies.

If the Republicans are so 
opposed to the “dangers of 
this disastrous law,” why are 
they going to prop it up with 
taxpayer-funded insurance 
company bailouts?

Until someone can tell me 
when my $1,360 monthly premi-
ums will go down, I will continue 
calling for the promised full 
repeal.

The Republicans can no longer 
use their bad acting skills to lie 
to the American people. Call 
Congress at 202-224-3121 and 
firmly oppose bailouts. …

Ginny Quaglia, Ocean Isle Beach


