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YO U R  L E T T E R S

W ritten in 1787, the 
Constitution was 
signed on Septem-

ber 17th. But it wasn’t until 
1788 that it was ratified by 
the necessary nine states.

Some of the original fram-
ers and many delegates in 
state ratifying conventions 
were troubled that the Con-
stitution lacked a description 
of individual rights. In 1791, 
the first ten amendments 
were added and became 
known as The Bill of Rights

More than 11,000 amend-
ments have been introduced 
in Congress. Thirty three have 
gone to the states to be ratified 
and twenty seven have received 

the necessary approval from 
the states to become amend-
ments to the Constitution.

The original Constitution 
is on display at the National 
Archives in Washington, D.C. 
When the Japanese bombed 
Pearl Harbor, it was moved to 
Fort Knox for safekeeping.

Sunday is Constitution Day 
and the 230th anniversary 
of the document’s signing, 
on Sept. 17, 1787. Test your 
knowledge of the U.S. Con-
stitution with this quiz:

1. Under the original Constitution, 
the president was elected by:
A. Direct vote of the people of the 
United States
B. Electors chosen by the Con-
gress of the United States
C. Electors chosen in each state 
by a means specifi ed by the state 
legislature
D. He was not elected, but 
appointed by members of the 
House and Senate voting together

2. According to the Constitution, 
the number of representatives in 
the House of Representatives is:
A. A number to be determined by 
Congress, based on population
B. Between one and 11 from each 
state, depending on population
C. Two from each state
D. 435
3. In the original Constitution, 
the number of justices on the 
Supreme Court is:
A. Seven
B. Nine
C. No less than seven, and no more 
than 17
D. The Constitution does not 
specify the number of justices
4. The minimum age for a member 
of the U.S. Senate is:
A. 25
B. 30
C. 35
D. The Constitution does not 
specify a minimum age
5. Which state was the fi rst to 
ratify the U.S. Constitution?
A. Maryland

B. Delaware
C. New Jersey
D. Connecticut
6. In the original Constitution, 
how many references are there to 
“slaves” or “slavery”?
A. Zero
B. One
C. Two
D. Three
7. The Declaration of Indepen-
dence makes four references to 
God. How many are there in the 
original U.S. Constitution?
A. Zero
B. One
C. Two
D. Three
8. What is the only part of the 
U.S. Constitution that cannot be 
amended?
A. The requirement that the 
president must be a natural born 
citizen
B. The provision forbidding 
state governments from passing 
laws impairing the obligation of 
contracts

C. The requirement that each state 
has equal representation in the 
Senate
D. Everything can be amended
9. Only one delegate from the 
state of New York ended up sign-
ing the Constitution. Who was it?
A. George Clinton
B. Alexander Hamilton
C. John Jay
D. John Hancock
10. According to the Constitu-
tion, the vice president serves as 
president of:
A.The House
B. The Senate
C. The Congress
D. The Cabinet

ANSWERS: 1-C, 2-A, 3-D, 4-B, 5-B, 
6-A, 7-A, 8-C, 9-B, 10-B

Jason W. Stevens is visiting 
assistant professor of political 
science and history at Ashland 
University and co-director of 
the Ashbrook Center’s Ash-
brook Scholar Program.

So, how well do you know the Constitution?

Fayetteville Observer

W e’re not about to argue that a thorough 
updating of our state’s judicial districts is 
unnecessary. The last large-scale redrawing 

of the court districts was in 1955. There obviously 
have been a few changes in North Carolina’s popula-
tion patterns since then, and our judicial districts 
could most likely use some tweaks to reflect them.

But we’re having a hard time trusting our Gen-
eral Assembly to draw those new lines in a way 
that makes the fair and equitable administration 
of justice the first and only goal of redistricting.

Our lawmakers have raised gerrymandering to 
a high art, drawing legislative boundaries whose 
only purpose is to give the dominant Republican 
Party an even tighter lock on state government. 
The party’s legislative power is way out of pro-
portion to its actual registration numbers, which 
significantly trail Democratic registrations and 
seem likely to be overtaken in the next few years 
by the fast-growing legion of unenrolled voters.

We’re troubled too by the GOP’s recent efforts 
to politicize our judiciary. Since the early 1990s, 
the party affiliation of judicial candidates was left 
off ballots. In recent years, some judges have taken 
it a step further and registered as unenrolled vot-
ers, deliberately distancing themselves from the 
policies and philosophies of any political party.

But instead of rewarding judicial impartiality, 
the General Assembly has restored the antiquated 
requirement that judges’ political parties be listed 
on ballots. And it further punished nonpartisan 
judicial, requiring them to gather hundreds of sig-
natures to get their name on the ballot. Partisan 
judges need only one signature — their own.

Earlier this year, N.C. Supreme Court Chief 
Justice Mark Martin, told the N.C. Bar Associa-
tion that he wants a ballot question asking voters 
if judges should even be elected. Martin, who’s a 
Republican, favors appointing judges after they are 
vetted by an independent, objective judicial com-
mission, a system that some other states use.

We don’t see this state switching from election to 
appointment of judges anytime soon, but we remain 
worried about the General Assembly’s clear attempt 
to undermine judicial independence by encourag-
ing — almost requiring — political partisanship.

We’d all be best served if lawmakers created an 
independent judicial redistricting commission to 
draw the new court jurisdiction boundaries. Staff 
the commission with nonpartisan experts and jurists 
who have demonstrated their impartiality. Judicial 
independence is among the most fundamental pil-
lars of our republic and faith in the judiciary’s fair-
ness and impartiality is essential to its functioning.

We expect partisanship in our legisla-
ture, but not in our judiciary. Find a bet-
ter way to redraw those judicial districts.

R E G I O N A L  V I E W

Judiciary is
no place for
partisanship

Scott Nunn, Opinion editor
910-343-2272
Opinion@StarNewsOnline.com

Scott Nunn, Opinion Editor
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Trump’s growth spurt

EDITOR: Even with the Russian 
witch hunt, hurricanes, DACA 
controversy and massive lib-
eral protests against the Trump 
administration, the economy is 
now above a 3 percent growth rate. 
This is much better than the Obama 
years, when the best his adminis-
tration could do was a 2.6 percent 
growth rate, and that was during a 
good year. Most years were in the 2 
percent range.

Larry Summers, Obama’s former 
financial guru, predicted slow 
growth was “the new normal” for 
America. With Trump’s growth 
rates, liberals and some republicans 
are trying to find ways of not giving 
President Trump credit. Some say 
it is because of Janet Yellen and the 
Federal Reserve’s low interest rates. 
However, interest rates were even 
lower during Obama’s years.

As a matter of fact, Obama’s 
economy was going backward, to 
1.9 percent growth in his final year 
as president.

If Congress would start working 
with Trump instead of against him, 
I believe the economy could grow 
at 4 percent. However congress will 
have to pass a middle-class tax cut 
and reduce the 35 percent corporate 
tax rate.

Only with growth of 3 percent or 
better will wages rise and the econ-
omy grow. However remember the 
swamp — which consists of liberal 
Democrats, some Republicans, and 
the liberal press — will do anything 
to try to make Trump look bad. 
They do this to try and take the pub-
lic’s eye off his accomplishments.

Don’t be pulled in. Read or watch 

something new, because every 
American needs to look beyond 
their comfort level and discuss 
things you agree with and against.

Terry Shew, Wilmington

Defends columnist

EDITOR: Regarding the Sept. 14 
letter criticizing syndicated colum-
nist Star Parker, and questioning 
the StarNews’ decision to publish 
her work:

Although I am not familiar 
with Parker, the push to censor 
Christianity is troubling. ... I appre-
ciate being able to read divergent 
opinions, especially when the 
mainstream media offers only one 
side.

Using passages from the Bible as 
proof that Christianity is immoral 
is also very disturbing. The writer 
is making the assumption that these 
passages should be taken literally. 
Suggesting that any Christian, 
including Star Parker, must advo-
cate these practices is just as false 
as assuming all Muslims advocate 
jihad.

Let’s not forget that the censure 
of religious freedom and expression 
is the hallmark of communism.

Roberta Curtis, Leland

Move monuments

EDITOR: Two statements by 
UNCW Professor Chris Fonvielle 
and a similar message from Gov. 
Roy Cooper on Confederate statues 
need examination.

Fonvielle is quoted: “I can under-
stand why African-Americans are 

offended by them. If I was African-
American, I would be offended by
them as well.”

The corollary to this position
is that one must be Jewish to be
“offended” by the genocide of 6
million human beings.

In my view, Civil War tributes to
people who championed owning
another human should be anath-
ema regardless of your skin color or
your ethnic heritage. These monu-
ments should be used to explain the
sinister motivations that brought
about the Civil War. They should
be moved to museums and cem-
eteries, not remain standing in a
public place to (effectively) honor
and celebrate white supremacy
and prove that the consequences
of white supremacy continue to
produce immeasurable harm.

John Gary Maxwell, Wilmington

Pristine waters

EDITOR: Thursday’s letter enti-
tled “Risky business” is yet another
insult to the oil and gas industry by
an ill-informed public. There is no
“routine pollution that comes from
an oil and gas rig.”

As one who has sailed the Gulf
of Mexico and the Atlantic Ocean,
I believe our waters are in pristine
condition. The oil and gas industry
is highly regulated, and does not
permit pollution in our waters.

It appears the writer may be con-
fused between military pollution on
the ground, which is a mess, and the
pristine waters of the Gulf and East
Coast waters.

Michael Stovall, Wrightsville


