
StarNews - 01/03/2018 Page : A15

Copyright © 2018 StarNewsOnline.com - All rights reserved. Restricted use only. 01/03/2018
Privacy Policy   &bull;   Terms of Service
January 3, 2018 2:24 pm (GMT +5:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

StarNews StarNewsOnline.com Wednesday, January 3, 2018 A15

OP/ED

Today is Wednesday, Jan. 
3, the third day of 2018. There 
are 362 days left in the year.

On Jan. 3, 1868, Japan’s 
Meiji Restoration re-estab-
lished the authority of the 
emperor and heralded the fall 
of the military rulers known 
as shoguns; the upheaval 
paved the way for Japan’s 
drive toward becoming a 
modern power.

In 1521, Martin Luther was 
excommunicated from the 
Roman Catholic Church by 
Pope Leo X.

 In 1870, groundbreaking 
took place for the Brooklyn 
Bridge.

In 1911, the fi rst postal 
savings banks were opened 
by the U.S. Post Offi ce. (The 
banks were abolished in 
1966.)

In 1938, the March of Dimes 
campaign to fi ght polio was 
established by President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, who 
himself had been affl icted 
with the crippling disease.

In 1958, the fi rst six mem-
bers of the newly formed U.S. 
Commission on Civil Rights 
held their fi rst meeting at the 
White House. (Created by the 
Civil Rights Act of 1957, the 
commission’s fi rst project 
was to assess the election 
process in Montgomery, Ala. 

The commission ran into 
fi erce resistance from Circuit 
Judge George Wallace, who 
later was elected governor 
on a hard-line segregationist 
stance.)

In 1959, Alaska became the 
49th state.

In 1967, Jack Ruby, who 
shot and killed Lee Harvey 
Oswald, the accused assassin 
of President John F. Kennedy, 
died of cancer at Parkland 
Hospital in Dallas, the same 
hospital where Kennedy and 
Oswald died. (On March 14, 
1964, Ruby was convicted 
of murder with malice and 
was sentenced to death. His 
conviction was overturned 
on appeal and his retrial was 
pending at the time of his 
death.)

 
Birthdays: Actor Dabney 

Coleman is 86. Hockey Hall 
of Famer Bobby Hull is 79. 
Musician Stephen Stills is 
73. Musician John Paul Jones 
(Led Zeppelin) is 72. Actress 
Victoria Principal is 68. 
Actor-director Mel Gibson is 
62. Actress Danica McKellar 
(“The Wonder Years”) is 43.

Thought for Today: “No one 
asked you to be happy. Get 
to work.” — Colette, French 
author (1873-1954).

T H I S  DAT E  I N  H I S T O R Y

M A L L A R D  F I L L M O R E

I t may not be exactly the 
coming of the Messiah, but 
seeing a front-page story 

in The New York Times about 
over-regulation certainly feels 
like a breakthrough of note. 
Titled “One Apple Orchard and 
5,000 Government Rules,” 
the story focuses on the Indian 
Ladder Farms apple orchard in 
Altamont, New York. A small, 
family run business owned by 
Peter Ten Eyck, the farm does 
the bulk of its business in the fall 
(naturally). Their busy season 
includes sales to supermarkets, 
direct sales to consumers, visits 
from busloads of schoolchil-
dren, and “pick your own” days. 
That’s also the time, or it was 
last October, when government 
inspectors showed up demand-
ing to see reams of paperwork 
to ensure that the farm was in 
compliance with immigration 
rules, OSHA guidelines, the 
Fair Labor Standards Act and 
other laws and regulations.

Over the course of the next 
several days, the family and 
staff had to devote about 40 
hours to compiling 22 differ-
ent kinds of records — every-
thing from vehicle registrations 
to insurance certificates to 
employee time sheets. The 
federal rules on ladder safety 
alone amount to thousands of 
words. “It’s terribly disrup-
tive,” Ten Eyck complained.

The accumulation of regula-
tions year after year and decade 
after decade at some point 
breaks the camel’s back. As 

the Mercatus Center at George 
Mason University records, the 
sheer volume of federal regula-
tions has more than tripled since 
1970. When Nixon was presi-
dent, the federal register con-
tained 35.4 million words. By 
2016, that had expanded to 104.6 
million words. Is this anything 
for the average person to worry 
about? It is if you consult econo-
mist Simeon Djankov, who com-
piles the annual “Ease of Doing 
Business” rating for the World 
Bank. Nations that streamline 
regulation and keep costs down 
show better economic growth 
and lower rates of poverty. The 
U.S. has slipped in the rankings 
from third-best country in which 
to do business in 2009 to sev-
enth in 2016. Our bureaucratic 
kudzu isn’t just federal. Busi-
nesses must also comply with 
municipal and state regulations. 
Steven Teles of Johns Hopkins 
University coined a term for this 
complex and overlapping system 
in an article for National Affairs. 
He called it “kludgeocracy.” A 
kludge is apparently a computer 
term for “an inelegant patch put 
in place to solve an unexpected 
problem and designed to be 
backward-compatible with the 
rest of an existing system. ... You 
get a very complicated program 
that ... is exceedingly difficult 
to understand, and is subject 
to crashes.” I like it because it 
sounds like a combination of 
clutter and sludge — kludge.

Baylen Linnekin, a food law 
and policy expert The New 
York Times consulted, said, 
“So many of the farmers I’ve 
spoken with tell me that stricter 
and stricter regulations have 
put many of their neighbors 
and friends out of business, 
and in doing so cost them their 
homes, land, and livelihoods.”

Our kludgeocracy works to the 

benefit of the politically con-
nected (who can lobby for special 
tax breaks), big companies (who 
can bear the costs of regula-
tion) and grantees of hundreds 
of government programs who 
become active constituencies for 
their particular slice of the pie. 
For everyone else, the regula-
tory labyrinth increases costs 
(an estimated annual $10,000 
per worker is due to regula-
tion costs), depresses economic 
vitality and promotes cynicism 
about opportunities for reform.

President Donald Trump 
has made a start at paring back 
some federal regulations, but 
a full assault on the kludgeoc-
racy will require a more com-
prehensive approach. It might 
include requiring publicly acces-
sible cost/benefit analyses of all 
proposed new regulations and 
ongoing evaluations of older 
regulations for their economic 
impact. New rules should be 
examined for duplication at 
every level of government, and 
should include estimates of how 
much compliance will cost busi-
nesses. Regulations ought to be 
sunsetted after a fixed number of 
years. If the agency or Congress 
agrees that they are still needed, 
they can reauthorize them.

Consumers expect govern-
ments to regulate health and 
safety, but there are always 
trade-offs. The Ted Eycks may 
not be able to afford the new 
FDA regulations that are sched-
uled to kick in next year. The 
new rules, which are predicted 
to include more groundwater 
testing and other procedures, 
may drive more small farms 
out of business, leading to more 
produce imports from abroad.

Syndicated columnist Mona 
Charen is a Senior Fellow at the 
Ethics and Public Policy Center. 

Sewing seeds of overregulation

TA R  H E E L  VO I C E S

Judicial overhaul moving too fast

• So I know a way to reduce 
the defi cit and have the natural 
resources maintain their natural 
beauty and keep wildlife health-
ier. Enforce the litter laws.
• If you don’t itemize and still 
need to pay someone to fi le 
your 1040 your comments on 
the recent tax reform scam are 
invalid.
• Beyond shooting from the 
hip threats, does Trump have a 
solid strategic plan and defi ned 
tactics for North Korea? Listen 
to his generals … Congress? Or 
go it alone? Very scary!
• As a County Commissioner 
Pat Kusek should be trying to 
actually do something about 
the ghetto problem rather than 
complaining because someone 
believes it should be fi xed.
• No “Yes Virginia, there is a 
Santa Claus” on Christmas 
Day again this year. Very 
disappointing!
• What’s the deal with the Pilot 
House Restaurant once again 
being overlooked as one of the 
longest running restaurants in 
NHC? Not the fi rst time it’s hap-
pened. Explanation?
• I am so tired of all the politi-
cal divisiveness! Isn’t it time 
to agree to disagree and move 
on to working on things we all 
value? Education, environment, 
helping others?
• Only in Trump World is playing 
golf, “getting work done”.
• Trickle down economics, or 
as George H.W. Bush called it, 
voodoo economics, has failed 
twice in 30 years. What is the 
insanity in repeating the same 
mistake yet again?
• Roy Moore refuses to concede 
his loss, sites voter fraud. So 
familiar? Right from Trump’s 
playbook on why he lost popular 

vote. Moore can’t believe God 
could be a black female.
• Re: proposed array of turbines 
in the hills to weaken Santa Ana 
winds. The Betz Equation says it 
won’t work. Build a wall, with a 
beautiful door.
• Time for WDI to ban smoking 
within the gates of Downtown 
Sundown Concerts. My children 
don’t need someone else’s 
smoke in their faces and lungs. 
Get with the times!
• Yes, AT&T gave $1,000 bonuses 
after fi ring/laying off thousands 
the week before Christmas. 
Benevolent corporations? 
“Great” tax cuts? I don’t think 
so.
• Son makes lots of money. New 
tax law will benefi t him. He 
opposes because hurts regular 
people. Maybe I instilled values 
in him to put community ahead 
of personal wealth.
• Haven’t seen any woodpeck-
ers or great horned owls in two 
years in my neighborhood. I do 
see less greenspace and more 
apartments! Thanks City Coun-
cil for doing a great job!
• “Trickle down economics” 
was used by Reagan’s budget 
director, David Stockman. 
“Supply-side formula was the 
only way to get a tax policy that 
was really ‘trickle down.’ Supply-
side is ‘trickle-down’ theory.
• 50% of Americans pay no 
income tax. How do you give 
them a tax cut. It sounds like 
Dems say, anyone who pays 
taxes is rich.
• The unemployment rate 
here has reached a level that 
is statistically close to zero. 
Able-bodied and mobile? Citizen 
of New Hanover County? Still 
unemployed? You have no 
excuse. None.
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O ur legislators are due 
to return to Raleigh on 
January 10th, another 

continuation of the 2017 ses-
sion they just can’t seem to 
conclude. The January date was 
set to spend a day or so pass-
ing judicial reforms, a prospect 
that doesn’t seem likely.

As the legislative session 
was coming to a close in July, 
Representative Justin Burr 
proposed a judicial redistrict-
ing bill to redraw the districts 
for superior and district court 
judgeships, as well as those for 
District Attorneys. The 11th 
hour proposal drew immediate 
opposition, as much because 
it was thrown into the hopper 
at the last minute as because of 
opposition to the proposal itself. 
No system-wide redistrict-
ing had occurred since the 1955 
creation of our state’s court 
system and during that time we 
have gained millions of residents 
and population centers have 
shifted, accompanied by major 
shifts in judicial workloads.

After more deliberation 
opposition shifted away from 
the concept of redrawing 
judicial maps to who would 

redraw them and how it would 
be accomplished. Bluntly 
stated, too few had confidence 
in turning over the process to 
the same group who re-drew 
Congressional and legislative 
districts in 2011 and, rather than 
attempting to allay concerns 
by establishing a fair and delib-
erative process that allowed 
sufficient input, legislative 
leadership seemed intent to 
make it happen quickly. Public 
doubts were confirmed when 
proposed new maps revealed 
that 12 district court districts 
would double-bunk judges — 
pitting incumbents against each 
other — and that 53 percent 
of those were African Ameri-
cans. The proposed maps also 
contained 10 districts where 
superior court judges were 
double-bunked, 28 percent 
of them African Americans.

To make the optics of this 
redistricting worse, lawmak-
ers, wanting to put the new 
maps in effect for the 2018 
election cycle, recognized there 
wasn’t sufficient time to both 
pass the new districts and hold 
judicial primaries in the nor-
mal time frame, so instead of 
waiting to establish the new 
districts another year, decided 
to eliminate judicial primaries 
in 2018, triggering lawsuits.

Isn’t this another replay of 
the redistricting movie we’ve 
already watched? But wait. It 
gets even more curious. The 
Nightmare on Jones Street 

producers weren’t content 
with the level of angst already 
generated and decided to cre-
ate almost total maelstrom.

The 2017 legislative session 
had already passed laws requir-
ing that all judicial candidates 
list their political party affilia-
tion on the election ballot. Vot-
ers freely admit they don’t know 
much about those who run for 
the bench and evidently law-
makers didn’t think the voters 
were selecting enough Republi-
can judges, so now we will polit-
icize judicial elections. Add to 
this mix a proposal to limit judi-
cial terms to two years instead 
of the eight-years currently 
called for in our Constitution 
for appellate and superior court 
judges and four-year terms for 
district court judges. And while 
we’re throwing the judicial sys-
tem into turmoil let’s raise again 
the suggestion to take away 
the popular election of judges 
and develop some undefined 
process for judicial selection.

I’m neither a lawyer, judge 
nor lawmaker, but I think I 
have enough common sense to 
rule that this whole concept of 
judicial reform needs to tabled 
until such time as reasoned, 
fair-minded and adequate 
debate can come up with 
something better than what 
we’ve seen and heard so far.

Tom Campbell is former 
assistant state treasurer and 
founder of ncspin.com.
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Great Britain’s Prince Edward and Wallis Simpson aboard the Queen 
Mary after the ship docked in New York on this date in 1956. The 
prince was King Edward from Jan. 20 1936 until his abdication on Dec. 
11 of the same year. He gave up the throne to marry Simpson, an 
American divorcee. Edward’s younger brother, Prince Albert, became 
king, taking the name George VI. King George was the father of 
Queen Elizabeth II, the current British monarch. [ASSOCIATED PRESS]


