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Judges: State must
redraw Republicans’
gerrymandered map

By Gary D. Robertson
The Associated Press

RALEIGH — Federal judges
ruled Tuesday that North
Carolina’s congressional
district map drawn by legis-
lative Republicansisillegally
gerrymandered because
of excessive partisanship
that gave GOP a rock-solid
advantage for most seats and
must quickly be redone.

The ruling marks the
second time this decade that
the GOP’s congressional
boundaries in North Caro-
lina have been thrown out
by a three-judge panel.

In 2016, another panel
tossed out two majority black
congressional districts ini-
tially drawn in 2011, saying
there was no justification
for using race as the
predominant factor in form-
ing them.

The redrawn map was
the basis for a new round of
lawsuits.

The latest lawsuit — filed
by election advocacy groups
and Democrats — said the
replacement for the racial
gerrymander also con-
tained unlawful partisan
gerrymanders.

Those who sued argued
that Republican legisla-
tors went too far when they
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followed criteria designed
to retain the party’s 10-3
majority.

At the time of debate,
according tothe order, House
redistricting chief Rep. David
Lewis attempted to justify
the criteria by saying “I think
electing Republicans is better
than electing Democrats. SoI
drew this map to help foster
what I think is better for the
country.”

“We find that the General
Assembly drew and enacted
the 2016 plan with intent to
subordinate the interests
of non-Republican voters
and entrench Republican
control of North Carolina’s
congressional delegation,”
U.S. Circuit Court Judge Jim
Wynn wrote in the majority
opinion.

Wynn added that the
evidence shows the “plan
achieved the General Assem-
bly’s discriminatory partisan
objective.”

In their ruling Tuesday, the
judges ordered the General
Assembly to approve another
set of districts by Jan. 24.

Candidate filing for the
November congressional
elections begin Feb. 12.

A majority of the judges
also agreed they would hire
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