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OP/ED

Today is Saturday, Feb. 10, the 
41st day of 2018. There are 324 
days left in the year.
On Feb. 10, 1968, U.S. fi gure 
skater Peggy Fleming, 19, won 
America’s only gold medal of 
the Winter Olympic Games in 
Grenoble, France, in the ladies’ 
singles event.
In 1763, Britain, Spain and 
France signed the Treaty 
of Paris, ending the Seven 
Years’ War (also known as the 
French and Indian War in North 
America).
In 1840, Britain’s Queen Vic-
toria married her fi rst cousin, 
Prince Albert of Saxe-Coburg 
and Gotha.
In 1936, Nazi Germany’s Reich-
stag passed a law investing 
the Gestapo secret police with 
absolute authority exempt 
from any legal review.
In 1942, RCA Victor presented 
Glenn Miller and his Orchestra 
with a “gold record” for “Chat-
tanooga Choo Choo,” which had 
sold more than 1 million copies.
In 1949, Arthur Miller’s play 
“Death of a Salesman” opened 
on Broadway with Lee J. Cobb 
as Willy Loman. (Cobb later 
played Police Lieutenant 
William F. Kinderman in “The 
Exorcist.”)
In 1962, the Soviet Union 

exchanged captured American 
U-2 pilot Francis Gary Powers 
for Rudolf Abel, a Soviet spy 
held by the United States. 
Republican George W. Romney 
announced his ultimately suc-
cessful candidacy for governor 
of Michigan.
In 2005, playwright Arthur 
Miller died in Roxbury, Con-
necticut, at age 89.

Birthdays: Actor Robert 
Wagner is 88. Rock musician 
Don Wilson (The Ventures) 
is 85. Singer Roberta Flack is 
81. Singer Jimmy Merchant 
(Frankie Lymon and the Teen-
agers) is 78. Rock musician Bob 
Spalding (The Ventures) is 71. 
Olympic gold-medal swimmer 
Mark Spitz is 68. Rock musi-
cian Cory Lerios (Pablo Cruise) 
is 67. Golfer Greg Norman is 
63. George Stephanopoulos is 
57. Retired MLB All-Star Lenny 
Dykstra is 55. Political com-
mentator Glenn Beck is 54. 
Actress Laura Dern is 51.

Thought for Today: “Change 
your life today. Don’t gamble 
on the future, act now, without 
delay.” — Simone de Beauvoir, 
French writer (1908-1986).
 
The Associated Press

T H I S  DAT E  I N  H I S T O R Y

M A L L A R D  F I L L M O R E

T he Democratic Media 
Complex is once again 
suffering hysterics, pull-

ing out its hair over last week’s 
release of the House Intel-
ligence Committee memo.

The document alleges abuses 
by top officials of the FBI and 
the Justice Department in their 
investigation of suspected col-
lusion between Donald Trump’s 
presidential campaign and Russia.

Democrats say the memo is 
incomplete, full of lies and half-
truths and, along with the FBI and 
the Justice Department, argued 
that making it public endangered 
national security. After read-
ing it, those claims appear to me 
to be nonsense. Asked about the 
political hate coming his way, 
Rep. Devin Nunes of California, 
the committee’s chairman, said, 
“You know you’re over the target 
when you’re being attacked.”

What if it came out that a 
Republican-funded opposition 
research dossier against presiden-
tial candidate Barack Obama was 
used to obtain a secret FISA war-
rant to put Obama’s aides under 
surveillance and take him down?

And what if the federal judge 
who granted the warrant wasn’t 
told that partisan oppo-research 
was the basis of the surveillance 
warrant? Or, what if senior FBI 
officials running the investigation 
of Obama had expressed loathing 
for the candidate and his voters?

What would the Democratic 
Media Complex be doing?

About the same thing they’re 
doing now, pulling out their hair 
and screaming about institutional 
racism and the usual litany of 
complaints. They’d shriek that the 
FISA (Foreign Intelligence Surveil-
lance Act) judge was lied to by the 
Deep State to chop the legs from 
under a president, and that the 
Constitution is being trampled.

What we’re looking at is politics.
It was politics when the left 

loved WikiLeaks boss Julian 
Assange when he released sensi-
tive information, even though 
it undercut American foreign 
policy. He was a hero then. 
But he was hated later, when 
his work involved Democratic 
National Committee emails. 
Then Republicans loved him.

But now, Democrats are the 
champions of shadow warriors in 
the CIA and the FBI, arguing that 
we must not challenge these agen-
cies. And Republicans hammer at 
the FBI — whose leadership they 
once respected — including former 
FBI director Robert Mueller.

So we’re in Upside Down world 
now. You see how this goes.

The best thing would be to 
have everything released, all 
the information, and hope 

that the American people care 
enough about their country to 
read it, rather than accept the 
spin by some that it’s a noth-
ing burger, and by others that 
it’s a book of revelations.

Americans should read the 
Republican memo, and also read 
the complete rebuttal from the 
Democrats that is sure to come. 
Americans should also read the 
eventual findings from Justice 
Department Inspector General 
Michael E. Horowitz, who is dig-
ging into allegations of FBI bias 
in favor of Hillary Clinton when 
she was under investigation for 
keeping emails — some classi-
fied — on her private server.

What would be best is if we 
could all read the FBI’s FISA 
application, which Republicans 
allege was based on political 
research done for the Democrats.

Getting all this out in the open 
is preferable to relying on whis-
pers and leaks from shielded 
investigators to political hacks.

And while the partisans are 
either pro-Trump or anti-Trump, 
there’s something else that 
may be even more important.

It’s the argument — once offered 
by Republicans and now cleaved to 
by Democrats — that we shouldn’t 
challenge the federal bureaucra-
cies that spy on us, and watch us.

The only branch of our govern-
ment to have proper oversight 
is Congress. And the only real 
answer is sunshine, so we may see 
to make up our own minds about 
how our country is governed.

John Kass is a columnist for 
the Chicago Tribune.

America’s political Bizarro World

A s a decades-long pro-
ponent of redistricting 
reform, I welcome the 

recent and no-doubt heartfelt 
support for my cause from North 
Carolina Democrats. But like new 
converts to all sorts of righteous 
causes, they run the risk of let-
ting exuberant devotion impair 
their practical judgment.

After the 1990 census, an 
alliance of the NAACP and the 
Republican Party challenged 
congressional and legislative 
maps drawn in a number of states, 
including North Carolina, because 
the maps diluted minority voting 
percentages in order to maximize 
Democratic victories. The alliance 
sought, and got, more districts 
with a majority or at least a plural-
ity of black voters, which had the 
effect of increasing both minority 
and Republican representation in 
legislative bodies, at the expense of 
white Democrats. While I recog-
nized that white Democrats had 
previously abused their authority, 
I didn’t like the remedy of race-
conscious districts. “As the pattern 
of the [George H.W. Bush] Justice 
Department collusion with civil-
rights lobbies was repeated across 
the country,” I wrote at the time, 
“voters were presented with new, 
often incomprehensible political 
districts” like North Carolina’s 

infamous “snake” district that 
wriggled its way along I-85 from 
Charlotte to the Triangle. Having 
previously opposed racial prefer-
ences, Republicans had sacrificed 
“a coherent message on quotas” 
in an attempt to gain a short-term 
political advantage.

After the 2000 census, North 
Carolina Democrats — shocked 
by the brief Republican control of 
the state house from 1995 to 1998 
— set out to make sure the riff raff 
would never slip into power again. 
Their attempted gerrymander 
of the General Assembly was the 
most egregious in state history. 
Court challenges reduced the 
effect to some extent, but there 
were still several election cycles in 
which Republicans won a major-
ity of the statewide vote for one or 
both chambers of the legislature 
and yet never secured a majority 
of the seats. Remember during 
the 2000s when North Carolina’s 
left-leaning opinion writers, civic 
groups, and other muckety-mucks 
screamed bloody murder about the 
illegitimacy of Democratic rule and 
marched on the capital to demand 
that the policies enacted by the 
Democratic legislature — such as 
sales-tax hikes and the state lottery 
— be rescinded?

Me neither. Even when these 
opinion leaders expressed sup-
port for redistricting reform in 
the abstract, they rarely made it 
a policy priority or described its 
Democratic opponents as tyrants.

I didn’t describe the Democrats 
that way, either. I tried reason-
ing with them. “You assume that 
you’ll be in power after the 2010 
census, and can again draw the 

lines to suit your interests,” I 
said. “But what if you’re wrong? 
Shouldn’t you take out an insur-
ance policy — redistricting reform 
— against a catastrophic political 
loss?”

Democrats didn’t. It cost them.
Now, the same argument applies 

to the majority Republicans. I’m 
still making it. But it’s important 
for both sides to understand that 
gerrymandering isn’t the only 
structural problem Democrats 
face. Democratic-leaning voters 
have become concentrated in 
urban areas. That means that 
unless lawmakers or redistrict-
ing commissioners gerrymander 
the maps in a different sense 
— drawing lots of squiggly lines 
and crossing lots of county and 
municipal lines — Democrats can’t 
count on new districts hand-
ing them control of Congress or 
the General Assembly. A team of 
researchers just ran the numbers 
for the statistics website FiveThir-
tyEight.com. North Carolina’s 
current congressional breakdown 
is 10 Republicans and three Demo-
crats. Under neutral standards of 
compactness and proportionality 
consistent with the state constitu-
tion and federal law, Republicans 
would still win a majority of seats 
in an average (non-wave) elec-
tion, although the gap would 
almost certainly be smaller. Let’s 
enact redistricting reform. It’s the 
right thing to do. But Democrats 
shouldn’t invest it with a mystical 
power it will never possess.

John Hood is chairman of 
the Raleigh-based John 
Locke Foundation.

TA R  H E E L  VO I C E S

Tide turns on redistricting — again

• Do parents have to drive 
children to and from school? 
Taxpayers pay for school bus 
service. Adds to traffi c and 
congestion.
• Hillary started Trump-Russia 
rumor. Democrats ran with it, 
started Mueller investigation. 
It’s all a lie. Nunes is correct. 
Read conservative sources for 
truth. Our country is depending 
on you.
(Editor’s note: There are three 
investigations into Trump-
Russia allegations: Two by 
Republican-controlled U.S. 
House and Senate committees, 
and one by Justice Depart-
ment Special Counsel Robert 
Mueller. Mueller was appointed 
by Deputy Attorney General 
Rod Rosenstein, a Republi-
can who was appointed by 
President Trump. There are no 
Democratic-led investigations 
of President Trump.)
• Pass-through charges to us 
consumers by our electricity 
provider for generating elec-
tricity using solar panels really 
burns me up.
• Mr. President, Sen. Tammy 
Duckworth lost both her legs 
in combat fi ghting for your 
country. Calling her treasonous 
because she won’t kiss your 
ring is disgraceful and disre-
spects her military service.
• Buzzards fi ring shots at 
pro-RO people using same 
debunked lies from the cam-
paign. No plant-related rate 
increases, thanks to proper 
fi nancial planning. BrunsCo 
“solution” will cost far more.
• Trump calls opponents 
nicknames. Well, thanks to 
Sen. Tammy Duckworth, we 
have a perfect nickname for 
Trump: “Cadet Bone Spurs” …. 
in memory of his questionable 
draft deferments during the 
Vietnam War.
• So Trump wants to have 
Congressional Democrats who 
didn’t applaud him enough 
executed? (He called them 

“treasonous:” the penalty 
for treason is death.) Seri-
ously, Donnie? Do you listen to 
yourself?
• New York school cancels 
father-daughter dance to 
comply with gender identity 
guidelines. Liberalism at its 
fi nest. Sad and pathetic.
• Letter claims Obama reduced 
country’s place in the world. 
Is writer kidding? Thanks to 
Trump we have become laugh-
ing stock. Talk to foreigners 
you meet in your travels.
• We’ve been drinking GenX 
for 30+ years. Is it really a 
good idea to stop cold turkey? 
Be forewarned of a zombie 
apocalypse!
• If not for several coaches 
from Seahawks and Falcons 
going magnifi cently brain dead 
at crunch time, the conversa-
tion would be about three 
Patriots Super Bowl losses in 
four years.
• For the life, of me I don’t 
understand why anyone wants 
President Trump to fail. If he 
does, we all lose. Hoping for 
failure is ludicrous.
• So, GOP State Sen. Michael 
Lee is representing the devel-
oper planning The Avenue on 
Military Cutoff Road, which 
many of his constituents 
oppose. Confl ict of interest?
• Indiana congressman said the 
intoxicated Guatemalan driver 
responsible for killing an India-
napolis Colts linebacker was 
twice-deported, which should 
anger “all Americans.” Would it 
be less tragic if U.S. born?
• Going for mammogram, pro-
cedure invented by a mother 
hater. Ouch. Why can’t we do 
sonogram in fi rst place? Ladies,
we need to discover test for 
men’s parts!
• Trump wants the Pentagon 
to organize a grand Military 
Parade down Pennsylvania 
Avenue. Have we become North 
Korea? This madness must 
stop.
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African Americans stage a sit-in at the counter of a segregated 
lunchroom in Atlanta on this date in 1964. The sit-in strategy had 
begun Feb. 1, 1960, at a Greensboro, N.C., Woolworth’s store.  
[ASSOCIATED PRESS]


